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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


With much pleasure we insert the following 
communication from one of our Sisters in Christ, 
and for which we tender her our thanks,—they 
are also tendered to several others, and hope 
they will contribute to our columns more fre- 
quently.. Why should they not? 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
MARYLAND. 
New Market, Frederick county, Oct. 12, 1832. 


Dear Brother,—Thinking it would be highly 
satisfactory to our friends to hear of the prosperity 
of our Zion in different places, I am con- 
strained, from feelings of gratitude to our Re- 
deemer, to give you some information relative 
to the goodness of our God, which has been 
manifested towards us in this village. Indeed 
all around the circuit, there has been a general 
revival of religion, but especially in the town. 
Our hearts have been made to rejoice in seeing 
many precious souls approaching the mercy 
seat, and with all the humility of the publican 
crying ‘'God be merciful to me a sinner!’ There 
appears to be much anxiety manifested among 
the people to know what they must do to be 
saved. Ourchurches are generally well attend- 
ed, and at our prayer-meetings we have had that 
promise verified to our souls, that when we ask 
we shall receive. Our souls have been com- 
forted, and we have seen six or seven sinners 
happily converted to God, at one meeting. On 
the 6th and 7th of this month, the brethren held 
a three days’ meeting in this place, and it was 
truly a time of much refreshing from the pre- 
sence of the Lord. The word preached unto 
us was attended by the power and demonstra- 
tion of the Spirit. 

On Monday, and especially at night, exceed- 
ed our most sanguine expectations. Whilst our 
beloved ministers were directing our minds to 
the contemplation of the wonders of redeeming 
love, our hopes were animated, our prospects 
brightened, and we were enabled to anticipate 
with delight those heavenly joys which have 
never entered into the heart of man to con- 
ceive. The penitential tear was seen to fall 
from the sinners eyes, whilst the Holy Spirit was 
striving with and wooing them to the Saviour. 
They were not regardless cf the heavenly call, 
for during the meeting twelve souls professed to 
experience the pardoning love of G@-:d, and could 
rejoice with that hope which maketh not asham- 
ed. Since the mecting, thirteen have joined our 
class, besides those which were converted pre- 
vious to it. The work is still going on, our 
hands no longer hang down, neither are our 
feet weary in running the race set before us, 
for our hope is strong that this is only the be- 
ginning of better days. : 

If I were to follow the dictates of my heart, 
I would tell you how highly we esteem our pre- 
sent ministers,—they have the entire confidence 
and affection of their little flock, and all unpre- 
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judiced minds truly respect them. The plea- 
sure of the Lord has prospered in their hands, 
and we have great cause to rejoice that we are 
so highly favored. We will praise the Lord, for 
he has done great things for us, whereof we are 
glad, for our prospects are very flattering. May 
the Great Head of the church continue his lov- 
ing kindness towards us, and may we indeed be a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works, is the 
prayer of a friend to the cause of Christianity, 


— 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


Deer Creek Circuit, Md. Oct. 16, 1832. 


Dear Brother,—<As our friends at a distance 
have seen but few communications from this 
circuit lately, they may be almost ready to 
imagine that we are dwindling into insignifi- 
cance; or that, sinking into despair of the suc- 
cess of our cause, we are about to abandon it. 
This consideration will serve as a sufficient 
apology, we trust, for the following brief sketch, 
which, by your permission, we present to the 
readers of your excellent paper. | 

This year, we have labored under considera- 
ble difficulties in this section of the work. For 
awhile, we were unable to afford many of our 
appointments regular preaching, which caused 
some of our friends to be a little discouraged; 
but now, these difficulties. are measureably re- 
moved; we are enabled to visit our appoint- 
ments more punctually, and we find our con- 
gregations, with little exception, as numerous 
and respectful as formerly; the courage of our 
friends begins to revive, and we believe they 
are as firm in their attachment to the principles 
of truth as ever. In our visits to the different 
parts of the circuit, we find much engagedness 
among the people of God; and in our social and 
public meetings, we are frequently blessed with 
the reviving influences of the Holy Spirit. Our 
camp-meeting, which we held near New Mar- 
ket, on the York Turnpike, was eminently favor- 
ed with the manifestations of the Divine pre- 
sence. Many precious souls were born there 
of the Spirit of God, and all present, who had 
visited the camp-meetings formerly held on that 
ground, acknowledged this to have excelled 
them all in the displays of divine goodness and 
grace. 

I had the pleasure of attending a four days’ 
meeting held at Havre-de-Grace, at the head of 
the bay, which commenced on Friday, the Sth 
of October. The Lord had begun a good work 
in this place sometime previous, which was 
measurably the fruit of a very successful meet- 
ing, held for several days at the Wesleyan 
chapel, about five miles distant. 

The work seemed to revive with fresh power 
at the four days’ meeting. Though we had not 
rmuch human assistance, yet the Lord blessed 
us abundantly. I have never seen more serious 
and respectful congregations, or a more genuine 
work of the spirit than we were favored with at 
this meeting. There was but little of that wild 
enthusiasm which too often characterizes ree 
vivals. The people listened with serious and 


John J. Harrod, 


respectful attention to the address of their 
preacher,and those who wished to seek religion, 
when requested, deliberately bowed upon their 


knees in the presence of the congregation. 
Several precious souls were converted to God 
during the meeting, and when it closed, many 
others declared their determinations never to 
cease seeking religion, or be satisfied, until they 
had truly found the Lord. We discontinued 
our meeting on Wednesday, the 10th. The 
people seemed quite unwilling to abandon their 
meeting, and solicited us to stay longer with 
them; but other engagements, together with the 
almost insupportable fatigue we had undergone, 
induced us to decline their pious and affection- 
ate solicitations. We parted very. reluctantly 
indeed With this dear people, for their precious 
souls laid near our hearts. We organized a small 
class in this place, (Havre-de-grace,) a short 
time ago, of about eight or ten members; this 
class now numbers twenty, seven of whom 
united with us at the above meeting. 

This brief communication will show our 
friends that, we have not deserted that glorious 
standard of righteousness which was set up, 
and around which we rallied in the most peril- 
ous times; when the greatest discouragements 
and dangers threatened us, but that we are still 
resolved firmly to support it. It is true, we 
have our difficulties; and if this were a world in 
which, according to the usual course of affairs, 
great enterprizes were accomplished with little 
sacrifice or trouble, we should think our dis- 
couragements great; but since we know the 
contrary to be true, that nothing important can 
be accomplished without much labor and pa- 
tience, we rejoice and are thankful that our dif- 
ficulties are so few and comparatively trivial. 
We are more fully persuaded than ever that, 
the greatest resolution, diligence, and persever- 
ance, of which we are capable, are indispensa- 
bly necessary to enable us to maintain and es- 
tablish our principles. This corrupt world is no 
friend to truth in any form, but presents innu- 
merable barriers to its progress in almost every 
direction; and how could it be otherwise, when 
it is under the dominion of the prince of dark- 
ness, who is a liar, the father of lies, and the 
originator of all the error and falsehood that 
have overspread our guilty world. Indeed, our 
friends must contend from principle, and not 
from any merely selfish views; they must sup- 
port the truth ‘in the love of it, or our cause 
must fall. Yours, &c. C. W. Jacong. 


For the Methodiét Protestant. 
VIRGINIA, 


Abingdon, Oct. 6, 1832. 

Dear Brother,—My feelings, prompt me again 
to trouble you with a few lines of religious, intel 
ligence from this section of, the vineyard of, the 
Lord, and to furnish my brethren.in the ministry 
and membership with all the snformation I CAR, 
calculated to enliven theirjbopes,and invigorate 
their minds and hearts, while endeavoring to 
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further the causé of the Redeemer and eccle- 
siastical liberty. | 

Last Saturday week, we commenced a two 
days’ meeting in this place. When we first as- 
sembled, our brethren and sisters having covenant- 
ed together to pray for the blessings of Gud upon 
the meeting, tokens of good were visible in the 
congregation; and from that time our exercises 
increased in importance and interest throughout 
the meeting, which lasted until the Tuesday fol- 
lowing; during which time, we have every rea- 
son for believing that six ladies and gentlemen 
had the pardoning seal of the Redeemer’s blood 
applied to their hearts, whereby they were en- 
abled to rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
Nor has the gracious work yet stopped; there 
are others who are inquiring the way to Zion, 
from whom also, we expect ere long to hear the 
high praises of Israel’s God. 


As it is one of my established rules, during} P 


an excitement particularly, never to harass the 
minds of those who are seeking religion with 
repeated calls and anxious appeals to join the 
church, I gave notice that at our society meet- 
ing on Wednesday night following, we should 
be prepared to receive members into our church; 
‘and accordingly we had seven accessions, 
Others, too, have assured us that they will join 
at our quarterly meeting, which commences on 
next Saturday week, 20th inst. 


On the 8th and 9th of last month, bro. Shaver 
and myself held quite a profitable two-days’ 
meeting in Christiansburg, Montgomery county, 
about 110 miles distant. The kindness and 
hospitality of that dear people will long be re- 
membered by us. 


On my return to this place, I held a two-days’ 
meeting at Eversham, (Wythe circuit,) where I 
was kindly assisted by a local brother of the 
Methodist Episcopal Charch, and the junior 
circuit rider of the Wythe circuit of the same 
church. Freed from sectarianism, and the in- 
fluence of bigots who would have had it other- 
wise, we labored together as brethren in the 
Lord, whose common concern was the advance- 
ment of the kingdom of God, and not that of a 
particular party in religion. At the close of 
the meeting, which was acknowledged to be 
unusually profitable by both saints and sinners, 
I organized a small Methodist Protestant church 
of the best materials. Since our organization, 
several have been added to society, -and a num- 
ber more, according to a wish expressed, are 
awaiting my arrival to unite with us. 

So flattering is the prospect, and so urgent 
are the solicitations for ministerial aid from our 
church, that I have consented to serve them 
once a month, though the distance from this 
station is about 60 miles. In addition to my 
labors in this place, which are confessedly se- 
vere, this undertaking evidently imposed an ad- 
ditional burden upon me; but, in the language 
of our brother, George Brown, I am willing to 
do any thing in behalf of “a liberty-loving 

people!” 

The Post-master, a worthy gendeman, who 
has since joined us, writes to me importunately, 
on the subject of their obtaining a preacher for 
next conference year. While I was there, a 
support was repeatedly pledged for a Protestant 
preacher, by a large number of the citizens, 
comprising the most enlighened part of the in- 
habitants of the place. J ask, my brother, 
where is the young man of talents and piety, 
upon the altar of whose heart the excellence of 
religious liberty glows; and above ‘all, into whose 


whose ear has ever heard the annunciation, 
“Thy sins are forgiven thee, go in peuce and sin 
can withstand such a call as 
this 
his heart ever be to those who thus call:—your 
cause is my cause: your God shall be my God: 
where thou diest, I will die: and there will I be 
buried! If nothing happens, you shall hear 
from me in a short time. 


camp-meeting held by the Methodist Protestant 
Church in Trenton circuit,—it was one of the 
best that l ever attended. Between 35 and 50 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


Oh no! let the responding language of 


Yours, &c. 
Lewis. F. Cossy. 


- For the Methodist Protestant. 
TENNESSEE. 


Clear Creek, September 22, 1832. 


Dear Brother,—I have just returned from a 


ersons professed to obtain pardon through faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ, at that meeting; 
among whom were three or four men upwards 
of fifty years of age, whose heads are white, 
and on whose faces time has made deep fur- 
rows. The increase of our church in the west- 
ern division of this state for the conference 
year will be more than 100 per cent., the greater 
part of which are new converts. We have a 
prospect of several promising young men en- 
tering the vineyard of our God in this section 
of country. We have been praying the Lord 
of the harvest to thrust out more laborers—he 
has heard our prayers and granted our request. 
Surely the Lord is good and will give grace and 
glory, and will withhold no good thing from 
them that walk uprightly. We should be hum- 
ble, holy and thankful to him for the signal suc- 
cess with which he has crowned our efforts to 
promote Christian liberty and a consistent reli- 
gion. Let us act our part and Jeave the event 
to him. Very sincerely your friend and brother, 
Epmunp D. Tarver. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
NORTH CAROLINA. 


Gnilford Circuit, Oct. 1832. 


Dear Brother,—The prospects of our Zion 
on this circuit are indeed excellent, and have 
been rendered such through the manifestations 
of Divine power and peers in the convic- 
tion and conversion of immortal souls, and in 
the renewal of the spiritual strength of the be- 
lievers in Christ. 
At some of our usual meetings, we have seen 
from fifteen to thirty mourners approach the 
altar of the sanctuary, whilst with streaming 
eyes and broken hearts they have entreated the 
children of God to pray with and for them. We 


rise and testify that God, for Christ’s sake, ha 
pardoned all their sins. | 

We have formed several new societies. One 
has also been formed very recently at a meeting 
house built for brother Charles Cooly to preach 
in—and whose labors have not been in vain is 
the Lord. We have recently included it in our 
circuit appointments. The first time I preach- 
ed at that place, there were two or three who 
were seeking Him of whom Moses in the law 
and the prophets did write. At the second ap- 
pointment there, we hada heavenly season,— 
Many broken-hearted penitents presented them- 


of their sins with strong cries and bitter tears. 
We encouraged and pointed them to the Lamb 
of God who taketh away the sin of the world, 


heart ‘the light of Heaven has ever shown;— 


have also had the pleasure to see many of them} 


selves before the Lord and. implored the pardon | 


they did not call on or look to Him in vain. 
Seven souls professed the personal knowledge 
of the forgiveness of their sins. 
On the last Saturday and Sabbath in Septem- 
ber, we held a two-days’ meeting at the same 
place. On Saturday we had a respectable con- 
gregation,—a number of mourners were seen 
and heard calling for the merey of God. One 
professed to have found the pearl of great price. 
On Sabbath the congregation was very large. 
Brother Cooly baptized five adults, and deliver- 
ed an interesting discourse. After which I 
preached a short sermon. 
After preaching we invited such as were 
sincerely seeking.redemption in the blood of 
Christ to come forward that we might all unite 
together in prayer to God for their deliverance; 
between thirty and forty accepted the invitation 
and we offered our petitions to God on their 
behalf, when one more was raised to declare 
that God hath power on earth to forgive sins. 
O that our prayers may ascend to Heaven as 
the voice of one strong believer in Jesus, that 
Satan’s kingdom may be soon overthrown in 
the earth, and the kingdom of our God and his 
Christ established on the ruins of the former 
kingdom. Yours in the faith of Christ, 
James H. Curistie. 


ECCLESIASTICAL. 


lor the Methodist Protestant. 
‘LAWS AND LIBERTY. 


1. Liberty according to Law. 

2. Law without Liberty. 

3. Liberty without Law. 

4. The Law of Liberty. 

5. Christian churches ought to exhibit the social 

state in as entire perfection as is possible to man. 
‘Religion is one thing, and political power 

another; both must exist at the same time; 

while separate, and independent, they secure 

social happiness; whenever tliey are united, 

they may destroy it.” 


1. LIBERTY ACCORDING TO LAW. 


As are the laws, so is this liberty; provided, 
those who make the laws, judge of, and execute 
them. All law must be established by some 
sovereign power; whether wholly independent 
of the governed, or, partly so, or established by 
the governed. Independent power has been 
founded on the right and act of conquest; or, 
on the right of the people to concede absolute 
power toa ruler. The latter has seldom been 
the case; but, when a people, after having been 
compelled to concede the right of conquest, 
have been consulted as to the powers of the go- 
vernor, they have even afterwards endeavored 
to believe that the government rests on both 
conquest and contract. Some nations have 
agreed to receive individuals for their sovereign, 
who have not conquered them. The terms of 
some conditions have been insisted upon both, 
before and after the agreement. The merecon- 
queror, however, is governed by his own will. 
This has not always been a uniformiy bad will; 
but, in some instances, those who have forcibly 
taken possession of the rights of a people, have 
endeavored to compensate them by subsequent 
benefits. These were called benefactors, as they 
bestowed favors which the governed had no right 
to demand! 
There are ecclesiastical governments of each 
‘of these classes. Some are founded on the right 
of conquest; and on this right only, can they 
be successfully defended; and, therefore, on the 


‘as the only hope and refuge of their souls, and 


ground of this right are they attempted to be 
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confirmed. But who has been conquered? Igno- 
rant and rebellious sinners. Whe conquered 
these? Conquered men, who themselves were 


_ Once rebellious and ignerant. Who was the first’ 


conqueror, and to what condition were the con- 
quered reduced? They were not reduced at all, 
but raised by the power of truth into newness 
of life, new rights, new privileges; made free- 
men. 

We will begin with the Apostles. Was their 
government fonaded in the right of conquest? 
The New Testament fully answers this ques- 
tion. See especially, 1. Cor. chap. iii. 

~What ecclesiastical government is it, which 
rests upon the right of conquest? That, which 
was organized and established by the ministry 
alone.—That, in which all power was confined 
to the hands of the ministry.—That, in which 
all power is-confirmed in the hands of the min- 
istry.— That, in which the people have no voice, 
nor never had avoice. Perhaps they are not 
qualified for any other state of things? They 
are the best judges. But, that the government 
4s founded on the right of conquest, and defend- 
ed on this right,is a fact. See, ‘‘Methodist 
Episcopacy vindicated.” Hear the writer. He 
says,*‘these ministers whom God selects to be 
the Suerueanps of His flock, and the Guarprans 
of His rope, possess the nicut of governing 
themselves in religious matters, and all those 
committed to their care.” p. 62. Again, these 
same Shepherds and Guardians, he says, ‘‘claim 
the right of regulating the affairs of the church.” 

Here is the government founded on the right 
of conquest. Poor, rebellious, ignorant, sinvers, 
are brought to the obedience of the gospel, and 
therefore, this Advocate of the right of con- 
quest confidently asks, ‘*Have we not a right to 
govern those who have been thus given to us as the 
fruits of our ministry?” 

And what said the General Conterences of 
1828, and 1832? The same in substance. Such 
as are the laws, such is the liberty. It is. 


LAW WITHOUT LIBERTY. 


We have already seen, in part, what this 
means. We will add, however, that, which no 
one may deny, to wit: when the fundamental 
law withholds from laymen every sort of natur- 
al, scriptural, and equal right, protection, par- 
ticipation, direct, or indirect,in their religious 
government, and confers absolute legislative, 
judicial, and executive, church-powers on one 
class of the ministry, there is >= Jaw enough 
on one side, but no Liberty on the other. 

Ah! say some, no danger in this free country, 
so strongly adverse to these absurd pretensions, 
is the current of public opinion; for, in many 
places, you do not see implicit obedience to the 
guardians of the Episcopal Methodists. True; 
but consider, it will be time enough to do hom- 
age to public opinion when these laws without 
liberty are repealed by it. 

if it were the fashion for men to wear phylac- 
tories, or any badges of any form, with words 
inscrtbed, descriptive of their ecclesiastical con- 
dlition, we should see thousands with, ‘Law 
without Liberty.”? QO shame on American citi- 
zens! Yet some would justify the motto, and 
declare their preference of this state to 


LIBERTY WITHOUT LAW. 


And so say all of us Methodist Protestants. 
No state of society is so much to be dreaded, as 
that, where liberty has no law. How fondly do 
people deceive themselves, when they would 
have it believed, that because we are self- 
governed, we are not governed at all. Why this 
is a sad mistake; fur, so fond of law are we, 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


that we make it fur ourselves, without the aid 


of a single master. We profess to be under the 


LAW OF LIBERTY. 

The morality of the New Testament is our 
supreme rule of obligation. Our discipline is 
professedly based on these holy books. Do we 
then, in looking for our supreme rule go to the 
ministry, or to our bovk of Discipline? No, 
What use then have we for a ministry, or a book 
of discipline, if the N. ‘Testament is our one 
and sufficient rule? Wego the N. Testament 
for the institution, qualifications, duties, and 
rights, of the ministry, and to find the liberty 
of the law of Christ, which he has granted to 
his people. The liberty of Christ’s laws, his 
law of liberty, ‘is holy, and the commandment 
holy, and just, and good.” It is 

**The law of liberty from sin, | 
The perfect law of love.” 

We are under law to Christ; not to men irre- 
sponsible to the churches. Come hither now, all 
ye who have assumed to govern His people in 
right of your offices of Shepherds and Guar- 
dians. Are you as wise and as good as were 
the Apostles: and are your people as uninstruct- 
ed in Christian doctrines and duties as were 
Jews and Gentiles in the days before Pentecost. 
Come hither and bring up with you all your 
qualifications, and all the disqualifications of 
your people, and read the immutable words of 
your, and our Law-giver. Read once more:-— 
“Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles ex- 
ercise DOMINION over them, and they that are 
great exercise aurHoriTy upon them. But it 
SHALL NOT BE SO AMONG you: but whosoever 
will be great among you, let him be your minis- 
ter; and whosoever will be chief among you, 
let him be your servant. Even as the Son of 
man came not to be ministered unto, but to min- 
ister, and to give His life for many.” 

What! shall any one who professes to minis- 
ler of the things of our Holy Redeemer, exer- 
cise dominion over those he professes to serve! 
Instead of teaching the law of liberty, are great 
men found exercising the authority of ecclesias- 
tical despots over the followers of their Lord? 
Verily this is all forbidden, and our Lord even 
refers to his own example to illustrate and sanc- 
tion the interdict. What shall we now say of 
overseeing in all things spirtual and temporal! 
Did the princes of the Geuti!es ever do more? 
It is true, some of them were both kings and 
priests—they held the property of their people, 
and they led them in religious affairs, being the 
shepherds and guardians of their nation. Nor 
can we suppose that these Gentiles kings and 
priests had no consciences, nor that their people 
had no rights. But now the pretensions of pa- 
ganism are swept away; and so too should be 
its example of dominion and authority; especi- 
ally in this country, more especially, among all 
Methodists, whose 


CHUaCHES OUGHT TO EXHIBIT THE SOCIAL AND 
CHRISTIAN STATES IN AS GREAT PERFEO/ION AS 
IS POSSIBLE TO MANKIND. 

Let us all then come under the law of liber- 
ty—from ecclesiastical bondage—from sin, from 
its consequences, to everlasting rest, where we 
shall all agree. Blessings on the Bishops, the 
travelling preachers, and all the Methodists, and 
all christians, and all people—and may the 
Methodist Bishops and travelling ministers be 
taught that they are exercising an unlawful au- 
thority over His heritage; and may the people be 
taught not to submit to them, any longer than 
they must, in order to remove under the protec- 
tion of the law of (ecclesiastical) liberty. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
THE ELECTIONS. 

How excessively concerned are hundreds of 
thousands in these U. S. respecting the elece 
tions. Candidates are before the people for the * 
highest, and subordinate, offices. Those in 
place are afraid of losing their honours and 
emoluments. Expresses are sent through the 
country in all haste and in all directions,to gather 
and carry, authentic news of results. One par- 
ty must succeed. And each one of all parties 
must soon die, and leave their places vacant for 
successors. 

How unconcerned are hundreds of thousands, 
respecting making their individual calling and 
election sure to a mansion and honours in the 
next world. Each man is more than a cadidate; 
each is actually elected, and called to prepare to 
take his place in heavep. Few care to secure 
that blessedness. In erder that they should be 
saved, expresses are going from earth to heaven 
and coming from heaven to earth, continually. 
All may succeed; and all who shall, will never 
die, but enjoy immortality. 

‘All, all, on earth is shadow: 


All beyond is Ss. 
For the Me Protestant. 


OHRISTIAN LOVE. 


Mr. Editor,—Will not that be a most happy 
period in the christain world, when all the chil- 
dren of God shall be of one heart and of one 
mind? When each member of every branch of 
the Christian Church, shall feel and manifest 
throughout his being, and throughout his life, 
that each truly, pious member of every other 
Church is his brother indeed? ) 

What is the state of matters now? Does the 
Roman Catholic meet his Protestant Episco 
brother as a brother in Christ? Does he dis- 
tinctly recognize in him a brother, a fellow son 
of one spiritual Father? Does the Presbyterian 
brother meet his Baptist brother in Christ, as a 
fellow heir with*him by faith to the inheritance 
incorruptible in heaven? Does the Friend (or 
Quaker) recognize his Methodist brother, as one 
who in common with himself has been made a rich 
partaker of this grace of the Gospel? In other 
words, as all the truly pious are children of one 
heavealy Father, and as the reversions in hea- 
ven are far above all that each can think or ask. 
Why should not each esteem the other Chris- 
tian as his equal, in all that is affectionate and 
kind? 

‘Have you not, Mr. Editor, been in company 
when brethren of different sects have been pre- 
sent, and if you have, | ask if you have not seen 
a striking preference amongst those who per- 
tain to the same denomination? How much 
more firm and hearty has the hand been grasped 
by those, than when extended to those of other 
denominations! Have you not seen an equal 
diflerence in most, if not all, the interchanges 
of professing brethren? I have seen and felt it 
a thousand times, and | have found myself guil- 
ty a thousand times of this partiality, and have 
as often condemned it in myself. Indeed (shame 
on its advocates in the christian church,) [have 
seen pains taken to impress the minds of many: 
that this course of teeling and conduct shou d 
be encouraged and perpetuated. They say it's 


(natural, for us to care more for the members ot 


our own church, than for these of others, and 
they would illustrate this narrow view from the 
fact, that every man loves his own wife or chil-_ 
‘dren, better than the wife and children of others. 


Lalocus. 


: But the illustration ‘attempted has just noth- 


Jing to do with the matter now, under considera- 
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METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


SOMO 


tion. Every man is considered as the head of 
his family. Each family so far as it regards the 
means of living, and many other particulars is 
rincipally dependent upon the head of the 
amily—and every family is a separate, and toa 
considerable extent a kind of sovereignty. 

But we ask does this apply to the children of 
God? Have they indeed, because they choose to 
enter into voluntary associations, more in unt- 
son with their particular views, therefore be- 
come independent sovereignties? Because the 

rticular Church of which they may happen to 

members, choose to recognize a distinction 
between their members and those of other 
Churches; does it therefore, fullow as a necessa- 
ry consequence, that they must love the mem- 
bers of their own church, better than those of 
other churches? If so, we demand the proof in 
the case from the New Testament. 

I am of opinion that it will be difficult, if not 
impossible to produce such proof. On the con- 
trary, I believe such a narrow, and highly ex- 
ceptionable disposition cannot find a particle of 
just support from the Divine authority alluded 
to above. 

The Father of the family of the Christian 
Church, is Christ and Christ alone; therefore, 
every true Christian community or Church is not 
a father. It stands in the same connexion to 
others, as one Christian does towards his fellow 
christian, viz: that of a brother or sister Church. 
No branch of the Christian Church is a father 
to the members of that Church, therefore, the 
obligations which bind our earthly families to 
love their earthly fathers, mothers, brethren or 
sisters, more than those of other families have, 
in our Opinion, no real existence in the Church. 
In the Churches all are, ur ought to be children 
of God, brethren and sisters in Christ Jesus, 
and in that relation should they only stand. 

If this be correct, we should treat every bro- 
ther and sister, who are truly such, who have 
been redeemed by the same precivus and costly 
price, the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
whose lives and conversations alike adurn the 
wi with the same marked friendship and 
kindness, the same Christian fraternal love.— 
Have I good evidence to believe, that my bro- 
ther of another denomination, is truly a child of 
God, lam then scripturally called to love him 
as much as I do the brother furnishing, the same 
evidence in my own immediate fellowship. 

I have written these lines in much haste, Mr. 
Editor, for the purpose of calling the attention 
of some of your writers to what | consider a 
very interesting subject. Many of them can 
display it in a much more forcible, lucid and 
commanding light than, yours sincerely, 

A lover of all who love our Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


Mr. Editor,—We take the liberty of calling 
the attention of our friends to some of the fun- 
damental principles of our church constitution, 
under the impression that they cannot too fre- 
quently. be brought before the ‘consideration of 
our brethren and friends, and for the sake of 
order shall commence with the “Elementary 
principles.”’ 

The first reads as follows: ‘A Christian church 
is a society of believers in Jesus Christ, and is 
of divine institution.”” We admit most cordial- 
ly both positions here laid down, as truly scrip- 
tural. A Christian church, we consider, should 
be made up of followers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and of none others. Some may con 


tend that others ought to be cousidered compo- 


flee from the wrath to come. But, we ask, 
were we to stop here in our terms of recogni- 
tion, and admit those only who express a desire 
to flee from the wrath to come, what sort of a 
Christian church would we have. Would we 
not have more infidels in heart and life, than 
genuine Christians? And would ours be then 
in fact a Christian church? 

We may be told that with many, the first step 
to be taken is found in the feeling and expres- 
sion of this desire, and that it should be the 
great business of our church to receive such, 
in order that their desires should be strengthen- 
ed, and they be placed within the range and 
operations of all the means of grace in, the 
church, whether public or private, that by the 
counsel and advice of our pious members, they 
may become more attached to the ordinances 
and means of our religion, and be enabled to 


Church, and thus, by that identification, they 
would feel all the proper restraints by which they 
might be enabled more successfully to combat 
the temptations from the world, the flesh, and 
the devil. 

In reply to the advocates for church member- 
ship exclusively on the ground of a supposed 
hearty desire to flee from the wrath to come; 
we ask, is there a person, no matter how pro- 
fane, wicked, or diabolical, who believes at all 
in future rewards and punishments, who does 
not desire to escape the wrath to come? We 
presume the answer will be accorded there pro- 
bably is not. Well, would we be willing that 
all those who express that desire should be re- 
ceived into and recognized as a part of Christ’s 
body which is the membership of His Church?” 
We think—we believe we would not. The ad- 
mission of such would defile the temple of 
the Lord and ruin the interests of His militant 
Church. We therefore see the force and pro- 
priety, nay more, the necessity of the first posi- 
tion that ‘‘A Christian Church is a society of 
believers in Jesus Christ’’ in the proper sense 
of those terms.. The second member of the 
sentence we shall consider hereafter. 


Yours, MatTrutias. 


* “For no man ever hated his own flesh, but 
nourisheth and cherisheth it even as the Lord 
the Church, For we (genuine believers) are 
members of his body, of his flesh, and of his 
bones.” —Ephesians. 

“Unto the church which is at Corinth, to them 


that are sanclified in Christ Jesus—called saints.”’ 
Corinthians. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
PUBLIC WORSHIP. 


Mr. Editor,—Frequent calls have been made 
to Methodist Protestants, through the medium 
of your periodical, on subjects in which they 
were particularly interested. I do not recollect, 
however, to have seen one on the subject before 


tant among the many other duties incumbent 
upon us as individuals, and as societies or con- 
gregations. Jt isa punctual attendance upon our 
stated times of worship within the different cir- 
cuits. In reminding them of this duty, we do 
not pretend to say, we are more lax or careless 
than we were, ere the names of Reformers, As- 
sociated Methodist, or Methodist Protestant 
were known among us, but that it is a negligence 


of which all are guilty, and have been for years. 
| How often has it been the case; aye, and is at 


| nent parts of the church, viz: all who desire to 


identify themselves with the interests of the|P 


jteud on other days. 


us, which we conceive to be not the least impor- P 


the present time, that a circuit preacher attends 
at the place agreeably to appointment, and finds 
assembled from ten to thirty present, and sel- 
dom exceeding the latter number? At a church 
of forty members he will find perhaps, a dozen 
of the society present, and a few non-protessers, 
with two or three children, and this composes 
his congregation! What does all this argue? 
noes that either we are possessed too dash of 
the Laodicean spirit, or else their circuit preach-. 
er is an unacceptable one, and that those whe 
go, do so more from respect to the feeling of the 
ministers than an expectation of being edified.. 
And are either of these really true? If: the 
former, Mr. Editor, we think it is time, high time 
for us to listen to the ae ea, peta that called 
to the angel of the churca of Laodicea, “I know 
thy works, &c.’’ and recommence the struggle 
between nature and grace. Are we so lifeless, 
so cold, so dull, so formal as this, that when 
reaching is literally at our very doors, not to. 
attend and hear what is to be said about Jesus, 
Heaven, tine, eternity, life or death? I trust 
this is not the case with us, but perhaps the lat- 
ter of the two may be the reason, (viz.) an un- 
profitable minister. If so something ought, yea 
should be done. If the Conference sends us 
preachers not worth hearing, why encourage 
them at ali? they are received in our houses, 
we pay them and treat them well, and yet do 
not go to hear them, here is really an inconsis- 
tency, and we think an absurd one, almost in 
every section of country we hear complaints (and 
justly too,) such as these: “how dull the times 
are; no revivals, noexcitement, We would 
ask how can we expect to have revivals when 
the people will not hear, and where even mem- 
bers of the church do not attend? | fear the 
‘ministers prayer book” is too often missing 
for him to preach in the spirit 

But there is an excuse different from either of 
the foregoing often rendered, why our members 
are not more punctual in their attendance in the 
week, and that is, that we have preaching so 
often and by so many ministers that we cannot 
possibly attend them all; that we have frequent 
opportunities of waiting on the ministry of our 
unstationed brethren on Sabbath, as makes it al- 
most unnecessary, if not impossible fur us to at- 
if this be the fact, they 
should as reformers begin tu reform, and a more 
useful plan be pursued than the present one. 
We do not wish to be understood by this, as 
being opposed to itinerancy, far from it, for the 
writer of this is a strenuous advocate of this — 
system, but if another and a better can be suc- 
cessfully introduced, then we say adopt it. 
Doubtless it is the most popular of any pursued 
at this time, yet we hope that this will not hinder 
a free investigation, and another, if more pre- 
ferable recommended. : 

We do ardently wish our brethren would 
awake and think on what we have said, for cer- 
tain we are, that notwithstanding the exertions 
and labours of ministers and prayers of private 
christians, a revival of religion never will take 
lace without the united energies of all Gods 
people. O that Methodist Protestants would set 
‘the example, and on the stated days of worship 
repair to the house ef the Lord, and offer their 
prayers as one man to the throne of grace! then 
might we expect to see religion flourishing, and 
‘ourselves growing in grace, and in the know!l- 
edge of the Lord Jesus Christ. Heaven grant 
we pray. 


Nothing in nature is more unknown to man 


than himself. 
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BALTIMORE: 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26, 1832. 


The following is an extract of a letter from a 
highly respected brother in Pittsburg, to the 
Publisher, under date of 16th inst. on the 
church property case. 

‘The opinion was verbally delivered, and was 
very clear and full. ‘The deed, according to the 
Discipline (Methodist Episcopal) is null and 
void throughout the state of Pennsylvania, and 
will be so throughout the United States, as soon 
as the public understand the pernicious princi- 
ples of that deed. 

Mr. Forward’s speech will be published with 
the decision of the court. It was reported to 
be the ablest ever heard in this city. Indeed 
he astonished both the court and the public. 
Our victory is complete, although the battle has 
been long and fierce. Glory be to God, Right- 
eousness has triumphed over persecution and 
injustice. 

Our Methodist Episcopal opponents are hum- 
bled, and their boasting has ceased,—yet such 
is their intolerant spirit, that some of them even 
dare to assail the Supreme Court. But they 
have found a wakeful and determined opposi- 
tion to their assumed and unjust claims, which 
have been exposed. You shall have the opinion 
of the court shortly.’’ 


P.S. We shall divide the property with the 
other party. 


DEATH OF DR. ADAM CLARKE CONFIRMED. 


. The following brief notice of the death of Dr. 


Clarke, says the Christian Advocate, is taken 
from the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine for 
September, 1832, just received. 


We deeply regret to state, that intelligence 
has just reached us of the death of the Rev.Dr. 
Adam Clarke. He arrived at Bayswater, near 
London, at the house of Mr. Hobbs, on Satur- 
day, the 25th ult. intending to preach at the an- 
niversary of the Methodist chapel in that place, 
on the following morning. He was tien ina 
state of ill health, and became much worse 
early on Sunday morning, so as to be unable to 
fulfil his engagement. His disease, the malig- 
nant cholera, continued to increase, so as to 
baffle all the skill of physicians, and the power 
of medicine; and he expired about twenty mi- 
nutes past eleven o’clock on the evening of that 
- day. He attended the last conference in Liver- 
pool, in his usual health and spirits, and preach- 
ed twice with great energy and pathos during 
its sittings; he took also a lively interest in the 
business of the conference, and the general af- 
fairs of the connection, and expressed the most 
cordial attachment to his brethren, and zeal for 
the furtherance of the cause of God. We stop 


the press to announce these particulars. We) 
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last hours of this great and excellent man in 
our next number. 


The following additional particulars are from 
the London Christian Advocate and World. 


It appears that the Doctor had been relaxed 
as to his bowels for a week past, and that he 
was attacked with alarming symptoms about six 
o’clock on Sunday morning, when he desired 
Mr. Hobbs’ servant to call her master, who im- 
mediately obeyed the summons. In a short 
time Mr. Greenley, (the son of a Methodist 
minister,) Mr. Clarke, (the doctor’s nephew,) 
and Dr. Wilson, (a physician,) were in attend- 
ance. Qn returning to bed, he told Mr. Hobbs 
that “he thought he should die,’”’ on which that 
gentleman recommended him to put his trust in 
his Saviour; the doctor replied, that he had done 
so already. All that could be done by the unit- 
ed skill and exertions of the medical gentlemen 
in attendance was affected, without affording 
any prospect of recovery. The doctor said very 
little, being greatly exhausted. Indeed, he was 
at times insensible, as was evinced by his occa- 
sional questions'and observatiens, such as, 
“What do the doctors think of me?’ ‘Have 
they bled?” ‘Rub my legs.” His sons, Theo- 
dore and John, and his daughter, together with 
his afflicted wife, were present at his death. 
Dr. Clarke’s remains were interred at the City 
Road chapel, on Tuesday, at 12 o'clock. 


It is now generally known that this distin- 
guished schoiar and minister of Jesus Christ has 
gone to his reward. We should be pleased to 
give a more detailed account of his life and 
death than we have room or materials for at pre- 
sent. And we forego this the more cheerfully, 
because we expect our readers will be present- 
ed, at no distant date, with his life at length, as 
our agents have taken incipient steps to procure 
and publish it as soon as it can be had from Eng- 
lied: which they hope to do almost simulta- 
neously with the English press. A. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 

Am I a Methodlst Protestant? If so, do I 
furnish indubitable evidence to my brethren and 
sisters that I am one indeed and not in name 
only? Ourchurch, and more, our God and His 
holy word, require that we shall have repented 
of our sins—believed in the Jord Jesus with a 
heart unto righteousness. That we take the 
word of God for the guide of our life, which 
teaches us that we should not forsake the as- 
sembling of ourselves together for purposes of 
devotion and spiritual edification. Are our 
seats in the sanctuary always filled when within 
its reach, and health permits? Do we receive 
with meekness the ingrafted word of life? Are 
we regular attendants at prayer, class, aud love 
feast meetings? Do we love God supremely, 
and our fellow men as ourselves? Are we lib- 
eral in proportion as God has blest us with 
means: If so, we are indeed giving evidence 
that we are worthy children of God, and worthy 
members of the church. BaRNABAs. 


Regeneration and conversion are words that 
ofien puzzle people. They may be distinguish- 
ed from each other, though they cannot be 
separated. They may be distinguished, as a 
man’s being disposed to go in a certain road, 
and is actually going in that road, may be dis- 
tinguished: for regeneration is God’s disposing 
the heart to himself; but conversion is the ac- 


tual turning of the heart to God. 


8€q 


| hope to be able to give a further account of the , 


For the Methodist Protestant 

The following extract of a letter, was. written 
by a Layman, in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, to his brother, in the itinerant con- 


nexion, dated, January 8th, 1827. 
Dear ——,”? 


*‘! should indeed rejoice, were it in my power 
to infor.» you, that as a society, ‘matters and 
things are on a better footing” with us than they 
have been, and that we are more “closely unit- 
ed together in the bonds of a peacefsl gospel,” 
for certain it is, that we have enemies enough to 
contend with from without, and it is equally 
certain, that no enemies with which we may 
have to contend, are so destructive to the har- 
mony and prosperity of the church, as internal 
ones. It does seem however, tha®@ while those 
of us termed Radicals, shall presume to raise 
our voice in opposition to the established order 
of things, or take one step to promote what we 
believe to be consistent with the great princi- 
ples of justice, truth, and christian equality, or 
contend for the exercise of those faculties, and 
the enjoyment of those privileges, which we 
conceive to be guaranteed to us by the God of 
heaven dnd earth, opposition and persecution 
too, are to be the portion of our cup. I for one 


am willing to drink it to the very dregs. 


Do not conclude from the manner in which I 
have just expressed myself, that Lam under the 
influence of an improper excitement,—no, not 
so, and even if I were, perhaps you would be 
disposed to form an apology for me, when I tell 
you, that after a quiet standing in the church for 
twenty years, I, in common with my reforming 
brethren in lately expected to have been 
arraigned before the authorities of the church, 
to answer for high crimes and misdemeanors. 
And what were we to answer for? I will tell 
you. You may, perhaps have heard, that a Con- 
vention of Reformers was to be held in Balti- 
more, for the state of Maryland and District of 
Columbia, in November last, we, approving of 
said Convention, met together at the house of a 
friend, organised our meeting, ard appointed a 


deputation to attend the same, and for this mea- 


sure, the minister in charge was actually waited 
upon to know whether he would receive charges 


against us as ‘“disorganizers of the church.” 


Fortunately however, fur the society, the appli- 


cation was discountenanced by our brother ——, 
and also by some of, the principal brethren on 


the old side. When it was ascertained, that 
this plan in all probability would not succeed, 


another, and L may say a more individual attack 


was expected. ‘lv brother —— and myself as 
stewards, objections were to be made before the 


quarterly meeting conference, which were to be 


sustained by that part of the discipline which 
says, “Let them (viz. stewards) be men of solid 
piety, who both know and love the Methodist 
doctrine and discipline?” It was to have been 
argued and inferred, [ presume, that, as we 
were identified with others of our brethren in 
the cause of reform, that therefore, we could not 
love the discipline as above required,* This pro- 


ject too, was discountenanced as above, and also 


vy the P. K. of the district, and was of course 
dropped. But it would seem, that the efforts of 
our brethren on the opposite side of the ques- 


* The writer was subsequently made to feel the arm 
of authority. For sitting in the General Convention of 
1828, he was removed from the office of steward by the 
“unanimous vote” of the Quarterly Conferenee, of —— 
station, and by request of the same body, the preacher 
in charge removed him from the office of leader, in con- 
uence of which, he forthwith seceded from the 


Methodist Episcopal Church. 


we 
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tion were hot to stop here. A paper has teen verned by a President, and their appointments | 


‘and as fat as: I know may now be in circulation, 
to which subscribers are obtained, which I un- 
‘derstand! (for 1 have not been permitted to read 
it, although, I called on the brother in whose 
ession it was) goes to request the preacher 
in charge, not to appoint any persons to official 
stations in the church, holding reforming prin- 
ciples: and thus it would seem, that a man’s 
“political sentiments are to be his recommendato- 
_-ry credentials for advancement to official stations 
in the church, and not his number of years 
- standing, his piety, knowledge of or love of dis- 
cipline. I forbear to make any further remarks 
upon the conduct of our brethren in relation to 
‘these matters, these are facts, and they speak 
_ sufficiently plain of themselves. But with such 
_ persecutions as these, and others of a similar 
_character which might be mentioned, it is scarce- 
ly to be expected, that there should be that uni- 
on in the bonds of a peaceful gospel” which is 
so desirable and so necessary, to insure the ad- 
vancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom. For 
myself, I cannot but feel sensibly under such 
circumstances, and the more so, when I have 
defied proofs of a single instance, in. which, my 
political opinions have influenced me in the dis- 
charge of my official duties: nor is it known to 
pe that any of my reforming brethren have 
one so. 


I assure you, that I feel no disposition to ob- 
ject to any part of our church government,’’ 
“merely because it happens to look a little like the 
Romish church.” But yeu must know, that it 
does not often “happen” that things “look like” 
each other, unless there in reality exists a cause 
somewhere to produce the likeness, and this | 
apprehend, is the fact in the case before us, at 
least so far as it relates to the laity, for in nei- 
ther church as far as I know, have they any par- 
ticipation in the enactment of the laws by which 
they are governed, and perhaps, if you were to 
examine this subject as carefully as its impor- 
tance demands, you might discover that the very 
same principle which has established the gov- 
ernment of the Roman church upon ifs present 
basis, contributed not a little to the formation 
and continuance of our church government upon 
its present footing, viz. the love of power. | 
agree with you, that “power must be lodged in 
some hands” or other. I know, that the well 
. being of civil and religious institutions require 
that it should be so, but while I admit the cor- 
rectness of this principle, | donot intend to say, 
that in order for a civil government to be ren- 
dered efficient, power must be vested in an ab- 
solute or even a limited monarchy: our own hap- 
- py country is proof positive to the contrary, nor 

yet do I intend to say, that it is at all necessa- 
ry for the success of a gospel ministry. that 
power should be placed in the hands of a Pope 
or a clerical aristocracy, such as | conceive, the 
government of the M. E. Church to be; as I ap- 
prehend the usages of the Apostles themselves 
in holding consultations “with the whole 
church” as stated in the Acts of the Apostles, 
and the manner in which the church was gov- 

erned during the earliest and purest ages of 
Christianity, will not justify such a conclusion. 


I declare to you, that it has ever been a mat- 
ter of astonishment to me, that it should be con- 
tended by any, that a restriction of the power 
of our Bishops, and the admission of a lay del- 
-egation to the General Conference, would en- 
itinerancy. Have not the ministrations 
of the Methodist preachers in England, Ireland 
and ‘their various missionary stations been as 
‘successful since their confevences have -been go- 


made by a stationing committee, (both of which 
are elective) as when subject to the exclusive 
controul of the father of Methodism? I pre- 
sume they have. And as to the Jaity, it is a fact 
too notorious to admit of contradiction, that 
they are unanimously in favor of itinerancy: 80 
much so, that it rarely happens that a preacher 
fills a station for even two years to the entire 
satisfaction of the society among whom he may 
have laboured: and in those sections 6f our 
country embraced within the limits of circuits, 
it must be obvious to every reflecting mind, that 
a located ministry cannot be adapted to their 
situation, giving satisfaction. And if the mem- 
bership wished to destroy itinerancy, they would 
pursue a much shorter course than asking the 
General Conference for a lay delegation, which 
would be, by closing their pockets against the 
itinerants. Let them bat take this stand, and 
duwn comes itinerancy at once, as a necessary 
consequence. This, I trust in God, never to 
see, for conscidus I am, that in such an event, 
Methodism in a great degree, becomes shorn of 
her strength. 


You admit, ‘‘that possibly some things might 
be changed for the better,” nay, is it not so 
highly probable as to be almost certain, that 
changes would be made fur the better. But 
you goon to remark, “that when the spirit of 
innovation shall’ once tfiumph, who can say 
where it will end.”? Lam sure, | cannot, nor do 
L expect any one could, unless divinely inspir- 
ed: but let me beseech you to look back upon 
ages that have past, and inquire what power 
vested in the hands of the favoured few has led 
to, and then say, if there is not as much, yea, 
more danger to be apprehended from a continu- 
ance of the present form of government, than 
there would be in making “innovations?” | 
know that, the usual reply to questions of this 
kind is, that while our ministers are good men, 
nothing need be feared: and does not christian 
charity demand the same in behalf of reformers? 
Let them be good men and reformations and 
“innovations” will stop in their proper place, 
resting our church government on a basis which 
shall clearly recognize the true principles of 
christian equality. You, my dear brother have, 
I doubt not, been called of God to minister in 
holy things: 1 occupy a more humble situation 
in the church, more exalted perhaps than I de- 
serve, and when you ascend the sacred desk, 
with pleasure do I acknowledge you as a legate 
of the skies, and as such, am willing to sit at 
your feet to receive the doctrines of the Gospel. 
But when laws are to be made, that I, with your- 
self, am bound to obey, I then claim the right 
given me by our common parent, to stand b 
your side as your equal, and not to sit at your 
feet as an inferior. Herethen you at once see, 
lies the very root of the matter, and from this 
you: perceive, I discard that doctrine which 
teaches, that ministers of Divine right are to 
rule the church; and while it shall please my 
heavenly Father, to continue my earthly exis- 
tence, do | expect to raise my voice, feeble ani 
ubscure as it may be, to obtain such a modifica- 
tion of our chorch government as in my humble 
opinion, shall be more consistent with the liber- 
al principles of the religion of Jesus Christ. 


I am aware “that a spirit of intolerance tuo 
much prevails amongst us’ asa church, but can- 
not admit, that the charge talls alike upon re- 
forme:s and anti-reformers. When I speak of 
“intolerance,” [ mean that sort of disposition 
and conduct as manifested by those in power, 


which goes to. put down every thing like an. ex- 


amination into the principles of our church go 
vernment, and that sort of contractedness of 
soul which would not permit a man to express 
the honest convictions of his mind, or to make 
an effort to obtain the ardent wishes of his 
heart, in a change of the government under 
which he lives, except upon pain of excommu- 
nication. ‘That such dispositions as just men- © 
tioned have been manifested by our old side 
brethren, is too true to be denied, nor would it 
be difficult to prove that in some places, mem- 
bers have been expelled for advocating princi- 
ples of reform. am astonished, that our bre- 
thren are not sensible, that this is the readiest 
way they can pursue to promote our cause, It 
may however, be a question worthy of conside- 
ration, whether or not, the end will justify the 
means. 

_ Whatever may be the result of this question 
of government, I know not, of one thing I am 
satisfied, that “if this work be of men it will 
come to nought: but if it be of God, ye cannot 
overthrow it.’ Let me warn you to take care 
how you act your part in this matter, “lest hap- 
ly ye be found even to fight against God;” and 
it indeed our cause is not of God, I pray that 
it may “come to nought” at once. 

I beg you will excuse me for having said thus 
much to you upon this subject. It is opinion 
that gives direction to action. How necessary 
then, that our opinions should be founded in 
truth, in order that our actions may be agreeably 
thereto, andif upon this subject, I am upon the 
side of truth, I wish you to be so likewise, and 
if on the other hand, I am in error. point it out 
to me, and I will retract speedily.” 


MISCELLANY. 


— 


FLATTERY. 


‘‘As there is no character so deformed,” says 
Johnson, ‘‘as to fright away from it the prosti- 
tutes of praise, so there is no degree of enco- 
miastic veneration which pride has refused.— 
The Emperors of Rome suffered themselves to 
be worshipped in their lives with altars and sacri- 
fice, and in an age more enlightened, the terms 
peculiar to the praise and worship of the Su- 
preme Being have been applied to wretche 
whom it was the reproach of humanity to or 
ber among men, and whom nothing but riches 
or power hindered those that read or wrote their 
deification, from hunting into the toils of justice, 
as the disturbers of the peace of nature.” 

‘The only coin that is most current among 
mankind (says another) is flattery: the only be- 
nefit of which is, that by hearing what we are 
not, we may learn what we ought to be.” 
~ As Canute the Great, King of England, was 
walking on the sea-shore at Southampton, ac- 
companied by his courtiers, who offered him the 
grossest flattery, comparing him to the greatest 
heroes of autiquity, and asserting that his power 
was more than human, he ordered a chair to be 
placed on the beach, while the tide was coming 
in. Sitting down with a majectic air, he thus 
addressed himself to the sea: ‘‘Thou sea, that 
art a part of my dominions, and the land where- 
on I sit, is mine: no one ever broke my com- 
mands with impunity. I, therefore, charge thee 
to come no farther upon my land, and not to 
presume to wet either my feet or my robe, who 
am thy Sovereign.”’ But the sea, rolling on as 
before, and without any respect, not only wet 
the skirts of his robe, but likewise splashed his 
thighs. On which he rose up suddenly, and, 


addressing himself to his attendants, upbraided 
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them with their ridiculous flattery, and very ju- 
diciously expatiated on the narrow and limited 
power of the greatest monarch on earth. 

A flatterer one day complimented Alphonso 
V. in the following words: ‘‘Sire, you are not 
only a king like others, but you are also the 
brother, the nephew, and the son of a King.” 
‘“‘Well,’’ replied the monarch, ‘‘what do all these 
vain titles prove? That I hold the crown from 
my ancestors, without ever having done any 
thing to deserve it. 

His Majesty, King James the First, once 
asked Bishop Andrews and Bishop Neale the 
following question:—‘‘My Lords, cannot I take 
my subjects’ money when I want it, without all 
this formality in Parliament?” Bishop Neale 
readily answered, God forbid, Sir, but you should; 
you are the breath of our nostrils.” Whereup- 
on the king turned, and said to Bishop An- 
drews, ‘‘Well, my Lord, what say you.” ‘‘Sir,” 
replied the Bishop, “I have no skill to judge of 
parliamentary cases.” The King answered, 
“No put offs, my Lord; answer me presently.” 
“Then, Sir,” said he, “1 think it lawful for you 
to take my brother Neale’s money, for he offers 

It is lamentable to reflect how even good men 
have been guilty of extravagant adulation and 
ridiculous flattery. Thus Archbishop Abbot, 
who manifested such great zeal for the protes- 
tant religion, speaking of his Royal Master 
King James the I. he says, ‘‘Whose life hath 
been so immaculate and unspotted, &c. that 
even malice itself, which leaves nothing un- 
searched, could never find true blemish in it, 
nor cast probable aspersion on it. Zcalous as 
a David; learned and wise; the Solomon of our 
age; religious as Josias; careful of spreading 
Christ’s faith as Constantine the Great; just as 
Moses; undefiled in his ways as‘a Jehosaphat 
and Hezekiah; full of clemency as a Theodo- 
sius.”’ If Mr. Walpole had seen this passage, 
he certain!y would not have said ‘‘Honest Ab- 
bot could not flatter,” 


THE PRIDE OF KNOWLEDGE. 


Among the other egregious fooleries of man is 
this—he is sometimes proud of his knowledge. 
The possibility of such a state of feeling in the 
breast of man, could hardly be made credible 
to any being less degraded than himself. It im- 


ce an amcunt of real ignorance, far more dis- 


rraceful to the boasting worm, than any exhibi- 
tion of weakness that he need ever make, would 
he refuse to gratify a most short-sighted vanity. 


What ignorance is it, not to know that attain-| 


ments of the most gifted men, scarce reach be- 
yond the alphabet of what is and may be human 
knowledge. But then, think of the knowledge 
saan by angels; by these bright seraphs, 
whose whole existence has been the exercise of 


strong unclouded intellect, constantly irradiat- | 


ed by the light of Heaven itself.—Rise in ima- 
zination beyond the highest glories of finite in- 
telligence, think of infinite wisdom, and yet; 
alas! feeble creature, proud as you may be, here 
is asubject too vast for even your most lofty ima- 
ginings: the soul shrinks back upon itself, daz- 
zled by ineffable, incompreieasible brightness. 
But look again; contemplate, though but for a 
moment, the mathematical wisdom that balanced 
the forces which carry suns and worlds in their 
rpetual rounds; the natural philosophy that 
as made the sparkling diamond of fire that 
burns not, the coldest air the best fuel for your 
chamber, that constantly brings fresh and livin 
beings from the matter that is decaying aroun 
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you. Will you not almost fear to think in the 
presence of such wisdom, lest it scorn the folly 
of your best thoughts? How often does the 
modest pupil fear to speak in the presence of his 
master, renowned for wisdom, lest some display 
of ignorance put him to shame. Should not 
man, then, almost fear to think, to speak o 
write under the eye of Heaven, in the light 
where al] his fully and mistakes are manifest 


INCONSISTENCIES. 


What can I do? said a christian lady when 
asked to throw a little influence, a little time, 
and a little money into the benevolent cause of 
female reform.—It is my duty to take care of 
my own children, without running abroad in 

ursuit of others. True, ‘you should be a chaste 
eeper at home;’? but you should likewise, 
‘stretch forth your hand to the needy,’ and the 
outcast should sometimes be taken into your 
house. But who will take such reformed va- 
rants into their families? it is not my duty. 
eil, what is your duty? you say it is not to 
take them into your house. Will you give your 
money? why our expenses are so great, and we 
do not know what we may want. [ cannot feel 
this my duty at present. It seems then that God 
lias made one heir of glory and placed her in a 
world of suffering and sin, and exempted her 
from all relative duties, save the few endearing 
‘plants in her own enclosure, and these plants 
too, are soon to be removed, and fixed in the 
very soil, where she has nothing to do, and when 
they too may need the same aid, and ask in vain 
from a pitiless world. 

This is emphatically a duty to try men’s 
souls, to draw out those hidden propensities of 
the heart, which pride might wish to conceal, 
and show us to ourselves. If covetousness 
be idolatry, some of us will probably be ranked 
below the worshippers of Juggernaut, with the 
Bible in our hands, and the profession of the 
benevolent Jesus on our tongues. 


MARTIN LUTHER’S WILL. 


Not far from the time that Luther died, he 
left the following in his Jast will and testament. 

“QO Lord God, I thank thee that thou hast so 
ordered it, that I should bea poor man on earth. 
‘I never owned a house, or one foot of land on 
earth.—Thou hast given me a wife and four 
children; these I wil to thee, and to thy care, 
Take them as thine; be thou a judge of the fa- 
therless and the widow. I will my spirit to God 
‘who gave it, and my body to the grave, to be 
‘kept safe until the resurrection of the just. O 
take me, and do that to me, and for me, which 
shall be to thy glory; and thy great name shall 
have all the praise through Jesus Christ—Amen,”’ 


a 


CHRISTIAN CHEERFULNESS. 


A gloomy mind cannot keep company with a 
religious spirit. Christianity is cheerful. Christ 
invites to rest.—Rest is an exile from the breast 
where melancholy dwells. Could the Saviour 
‘of the world himself more highly recommend 
the blessedness of a cheerful heart, than when 
he said, “Be of good cheer.” ‘My peace I 


you another Comforter.” When, therefore, you 
‘see a professor of Christianity dejected, and re- 
fusing to be comforted, pity him and pray for 
him; but do not betieve that depression of spirit 


can be the natural result of Christianity. ‘The 
cheerful and pious Bishop Horne, wise writ- 
ings have soothed many an afflieted soul, de- 
lights us with the following brilliant remark.— 


leave with you,” and, **My Father will send] 
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“A celebrated writer on the side of skepticism 
and irreligion” in a book published since his 
death, to produce atheism in the world, has been 
pleased to say, ‘that all devoted persons he had 
ever seen were melancholy,’ ‘This might ve 
possibly be,” said the Bishop, “for in the first 
place, it is likely he saw very few, his friends 
and acquaintances being of another sort; and 
seconily, the sight of him would make a devout 
person mnelancholy.”—J. A. Bushfield. 


HEART versus HEAD. 


Mr. Editor,—When I hear a minister of the 
gospel extolled by impenitent men and luke- 
warm christians, for his great talents—vigorous 
mind—extensive reading—skill and” acuteness 
in argument—eloquence—originality—and even 
eccentricity; [ cannot forbear the reflection, that 
if his heart were made as prominent as his head, 
his praises from such lips would be less loudly 
spoken. 

The corruscations of a lively imagination and 
the efforts of a powerful mind, may furnish an 
intellectual treat; but they are, from their very 
nature, incompetent to search the affections.— 
The head can speak to the head; but the heart 
ont can speak to the heart. 

The object of a professor in a university is, 
to store and discipline the mind. 

The object of a Christian pastor is to subdue 
and convert the heart. As the ends are unlike, 
so are the means. 

The professor, in explaining the properties of 
matter, or the laws of mind, would not address 
himself to the affections, nor make his appeals 
to the heart. His business is with the under- 
standing, and he must bring intellect to bear 
upon intellect. ‘The pastor, on the other hand, 
should feel that his business is with the heart, 
and that arguments and reasonings, purely in- 
tellectual, would be entirely out of place. 

But how often do we see the professor in the 
pulpit! Is it any wonder that some “great men” 
make so few converts? ‘Lhe wonder is, that they 
make any. 

If you propose to such a one any measure, 
which appears, at first a little extraordinary,but 
which in other congregations is attended with 
uniformly happy results, he views it with the 
professor’s optics, and rejects it with the pro- 
fessor’s wisdom. | 

It is of the utmost importance that every 
minister of the gospel should know how, and be 
willing, to adapt the means to the end. He 
may know much, but if he is wanting here, his 
labours will generally be lost. One grain of 
common sense is, in a pastor, worth a pound of 
science. | 

Extensive literary attainments, and the repu- 
tation which they bring, are not in themselves 
calculated to obstruct a minister’s usefulness. 
So far trom it, their tendency is to help him in 
every good work. . 

But when to sustain and increase that repu- 
‘tation, he thus neglects his duty, it is easy to 
see that he is sacrificing souls, at the shrine of 
his vanity —N. Y. Evangelist. | 


Religion does nut consist in a point. The goul 
that has entered into the true spirit of it,is never 
satisfied with its attainments, but continually 
presses on to greater heights; and, notwithstand- 
ing the greatest abundance of graces received,is 
still craving, thinks itself poor, and utterly un- 
worthy of any reward. This is humility and pov- 
erty of spirit. Pride will carry a man to heaven’s 


'gate,but nothing but humility will find admission, 
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ORIGINAL POETRY. 


Fur the Methodist Protestant. 
DAVID’S DYING ADMONITION TO SOLOMON. 


Thy father’s God, know, Solomon my son. 
Thou'st seen the lightning on Judea’s hills 
Rive the rock turrets; glare with fiercer light, 
Than yon refulgent Sun pours down at noon, 
In Summer’s zenith: ’twas the glance of him, 
To whom, with humbled heart I bow at eve, 
And lift my trembling voice, as morning’s light 
Spreads joyful o’er the glittering orient. 
Thou’st heard the echoing thunder loudly ring 
Through the dim vales,—our holy mountains ’tween, 
As Earth had heav’d her wild expiring groan: 
His was the voice, like many waters’ rush, 
“ae and bounding from the cavern’d clouds. 
Thy father’s God is mighty. ord of Hosts 
His name. Far, far above yon canopy 
Of flashing sapphire, dwelleth he, enthron’d 
*Mid inaccessible and glorious light. 
Bright Cherubim their glittering faces veil, 
And Seraphs' eyes of fire behind their wings 
Are hid, while holy, holy, holy Lord, they cry, 
And spread his praises through the vaults of Heaven’s 
Illimitable abyss, high and profound 
As vast Eternity. 
Yon orb, that treads 
Majestic on its blue ethereal way, 
Is dim before him; and his breath could blot 
It out forever from creation’s field; 
Could sweep the sparkling gems of even away; 
And veil the Universe in chaos. Thought 
Is lost ’mid strange conceptions, while it tries 
To fathom Deity, as a shade were 
Cast on reason for the bold presumption. 
In all perfection He is infinite— 
Wide as unbounded space his influence. 
Present himself wher’er his power is felt. 
Being in him is centered. Past—to come, 
With him is always now— Eternal now! (crush’d 
Strange, ’wildering thought! Oh, how the heart is 
And palsied ’neath its vast o’erwhelming sense! 
His ire is terrible. Tempests are calm; 
And Ocean’s ragings meek, though lash’d with storms 
Pour’d down with fury from the angry north, . 
To his Almighty wrath. Israel hath felt : 
His hand strong arm’d with vengeance. I have bow’d 
Low in the dust beneath his chast’ning rod, 
And garb’d in sack-cloth, with strong cries implored 
His kind relentings. Once he drown’d the world 
For disobedience. Where the Sea of Salt 
' Now rolls its sluggish waves, five cities stood— 
Where are they now’—And Korah’s followers? 
Though he is mighty; though his wrath is hot; 
Yet Hermon’s dew, on Zion's hills that falls, 
Is not more soft, more gentle than his love. 
More sweet than harp, or mellow sounding lute, 
His voice of kindness greets affliction’s ear. 
He loves the widow with a husband’s love— 
Cares for the orphan with a father’s care. 
Pours richer balm than Gilead’s in the heart 
Humbled and bleeding; and the wounded spirit 
Bindeth up. _ Thou’st stood on Carmel’s tow’ring 
Height, and gazed far out upon the glorious 
Sea, lifting its billows to the stooping 
Clouds, which kiss’d the white foam from their heaving 
Breasts: and look’d from Tabor, o’er the mighty 
Plain of Esdrelon, where the hosts 
Of proud Sisera felt the Hebrews’ steel;— 
While thus, alone, in nature’s stillness deep, 
Did not a whisper, thrilling clear and hush’d 
As Kedron’s murmur, when the silvery moon 
Looks wild from Olivet, and hesper gleams 
Low in the west, o’er Sharon’s verdent plains, 
Steal o’er thy heart like a sad’music tone? 
His was the voice within thee—his the breath, 
Waking vibrations on devotion’s chords; 
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Lifting thee upwards, as on eagle wings, 
To build thy future dwelling near his throne! 
O Solomon, my son, know thou this God! 
Bow down in calm obedince to his will; 
Nor murmur, though his strange designs thou can’st 
Not fathom. Oft his way is darkness. Serve 
Him with a perfect heart, and willing mind; 
For, in the breast he searches, findeth out 
Sincerity, and sets his withering curse 
On falsehood. Nought thou ere can’st hide, though 
Dark the counsels of thy soul may be: he knows 


—— | Thy thoughts ere blossoming for fruit—Far off 


Beholds the coming sentiment, stamps it 
With approbation or his frown, ere in 
The breast tne full idea’s form’d. Seek him 
My son, he’s intimately nigh thee now, 
And waits to enter in the temple of 

Thy heart. Oh! turn him not away, for he 
Is fearful in his wrath: and should his seal 
Of reprobation on thee once be set, 
Fiernity will not efface the die. 


ARTHUR. 


INTELLIGENCE, 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


Mr. Editor,— 

The following valuable intelligence has just been 
communicated to me ina letter from Wm. H. Waters, 
Esq. of Somerset, Maryland, and is offered to your 
paper for the information and encouragement of our 
brethren generally. The letter states, “that a Society 
was organized in the neighborhood, where our brother 
resides, on the 5th Aug. last, since when they have 
gone on to increase in numbers and piety; that they 
have spiritual and profitable seasons of religious wor- 
ship, and the whole class are alive to God; that they 
have commenced building a commodious house of 
worship, which they expect to have shut in, within 
three or four weeks; that, from information received 
from brother Taylor, our stationed minister on that cir- 
cuit, comprising parts of Somerset and Worcester, our 
societies generally in that region are in a very prosper- 
ous condition, devoted to God, and growing in grace; 
and that, within the limits of the circuit, there are, 1 
think, several houses of worship being ereeted.”’ 


In this letter I have to remark two points of the first 
importance, and worthy of universal imitation. The 
first is, the spiritual state of our brethren in that neigh- 
borhood, or rather their united purpose of soul to live 
to God, and to aim after those Christian attainments, 
that holiness of heart, without which no man shall see 
the Lord. I rejoice that so much of the same disposi- 
tion is manifested throughout our community, and hope 
and pray that God will more and more promote and in- 
crease it by his spirit in our hearts. In that case, we 
shall be happy in ourselves and efficiently useful to 
others. lrepeat it, and from the bottom of my soul, 
O for holiness of heart and life amongst our people; 
that, in the true Scriptural sense, we may be a chosen 
generation, a peculiar people, zealous of good works! 
The second pointis, the zeal and enterprize, to which I 
may add, the sound judgment, of our brethren, in erect- 
ing houses of worship. I doubt whether more spirit 
on the same subject has been displayed by our people, 
or any other, throughout the whole country. The 
course is a plain and rational one. A place of worship 
secures to our preachera at once a regular appointment, 
and a comfortable independence in visiting a neighbor- 
hood, besides which, it fixes the attendance of the con- 
gregation, and where they are edified and pleased with 
the pulpit ministrations, identifies their feelings and 
interests with the preacher andthe house. A judicious 
plan would it be then for our people, where they have 
the means, and means generally can be had, to erect 
as rapidly as possible, not too closely together, but at 


| convenient distances, houses for public worship. Look 


over our history thus far, and has not God blessed us 
in every such work, and recorded his name on every 
such enterprize? F. W. 


October 20, 1832. 


ERRATA. 
In the article “Mr. Wesley’s Bishops,” in last No. 


page 331, 2d column, for ‘‘our’” read one;— and in last 
ine, for “Resum” read Risum. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


TO ALL OUR FRIENDS. 

Our preachers and others, who are disposed to circu. 
late our Books, and who have not yet sent their orders, 
will be supplied with what they wish;—the only condi- 
tions required, is prompt remittances for the amount 
six months after the books are sent to order. This is. 
indispensably necessary. A few, we are happy to say,. 
remit as fast as they sell, and a few remit with their or- 
ders. If our friends every where felt as they should 
feel, every circuit and station would furnish orders to a | 
pleasing extent. Will brethren please to take the 
subject into immediate consideration’ The winter is. 
approaching, and the navigation perhaps will be ob- 
structed in many places, Our Disciplines, Hymn Books, 
Mosheim, Watts, Rowe, Gardiner, Mason, Clarke, kc. 
&c. &c. would no doubt be gladly purchased, if they 
were offered. The sooner this business is taken up 
every where, the better for the church. The address 
and mode of conveyance should be specified. 


For the information of those who have never read 
Dr. Mosheim’s Ecclesiastical History, we would state 
this valuable work contains, amongst numerous other 
subjects, the following, viz: 


**A clear and faithful narrative of the transactions, 
revolutions, and events, in all ages, of the Christian 
church, both internal and external—the calamities in 
which the Christians of the first ages were involved— 
the origin and progress of the sects and heresies which 
troubled her—the various forms of religion which 
sprung up in the different ages—the religious contro- 
versies, their importance, and the arguments on both 
sides—the transactions, wars, and measures of the Ro- 
man Pontiffs, to the period of the writer. 

It comprehends both the external and internal condi- 
tion of the church, and so connects each event with 
the causes and instruments which have produced it, 
that the reader must observe the displays of Providen- 
tial wisdom and goodness in the preservation of the 
church, and thus find his knowledge as well as piety 
improved. It furnishes the history of its ministers, 
rulers, and forms of government—it exhibits the pe 
riods when its governments were administered jointly 
by the pastors and the people—and also how, in process 
of time, the scene changed, the pastors were seen ai- 
fecting an air of pre-eminence, and trampled on the 
right and privileges of the whole community, assum- 
ing te themselves supreme authority, both in civil and 
religious matters, and that this invasion of the rights 
of the people was carried to such a height, that a sin- 
gle man administered, or pretended a right to adminis- 
ter, the affairs of the whole church with an unlimited 
sway,” &c. 


The poetry on this page, in our opinion, must inter- 
est every lover of piety, fine sentiment, and genuine 
poetry, who shall peruse it. The author has our sin- 
cere acknowledgements. We shall be pleased to hear 
from him more frequently. 


HEALTH OFFICE, ? 
Baitimore, Oct. 23, 1832. 


Report of interments in the city of Baltimore, for the 
last week ending yesterday morning, viz:— 
Consumption 8; Dysentery 5; Infantile Unknown 11; 

Apolexy 1; Liver Complaint 2; Whooping Cough 1; 

Cholera 25; Still-born 5; Bilious Fever 5; Worms 1; 

Childbed 3; Choleralnfantum 4; Croup 1; Old Age 1; 

Typus Fever 2; Intemperance 2; Marasmus 1: Dropsy 

in the head 1; Conyulsions 1—Total 82. 


TERMS. 


Three Dollars for the year’s subscription, if not paid 
by the first of July. 


Two Dollars and Fifty Cents will entitle the present 
subscribers to the paper for the year, if paid before the 
first day of July, next.—Fifteen Dollars remitted for 
new subscribers in advance, will entitle the person re- 


mitting to one copy gratis for the year. 
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